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Issei Suda: A Personal Retrospective

Dates: May 24 (Fri) — June 15 (Sat), 2019

Zen Foto Gallery will be holding a memorial exhibition for Issei Suda from May 24 to June 17 under
the title “Issei Suda: A Personal Retrospective”. Last year, we published Suda’s photobook “The
Mechanical Retina on My Fingertips” and were planning to exhibit the series during this period. We
were extremely sad to learn about his passing earlier this year in March 7. Hoping to express our
gratitude to Suda for kindly collaborating with us throughout these years, we will be showing a
selection of his works including “The Mechanical Retina on My Fingertips”, “Kamagasaki”, “Waga
Tokyo 100", and “The Journey to Osorezan” which we have published as photobooks, as well as
“Fushi Kaden”, “Tenjo Sajiki”, “Album”, “Ukigumo” and “CUT" which are a part of our gallery
owner Mark Pearson'’s personal collection and are rare to be seen. It is our greatest wish for everyone
including ourselves to reflect and refresh our memories towards the multifaceted accomplishments
by Suda, one of the most important Japanese photographers.

"What is it that is so satisfying about a Suda photograph? Perhaps it is something of their simplicity.
Suda is able to reduce the image to its essentials. In the case of a person, Suda somehow shows us
the purest quality of a man, a woman, a child. It can be an animal, and we feel that he has shown us
the truth about that goat, cat or snake. It might be an inanimate object such as a bush rising above a
fence or a set of knives shining in a window, perfectly and simply framed, with nothing to distract us
from the mysterious essence that Suda has chosen to reveal. As | look through the books that we
have produced, and indeed any of his books, | feel that there is nothing in the image that is
unnecessary or superfluous.

Issei Suda has been with me on my journey as a collector, as a gallerist, as a publisher and even as a
would-be photographer, being inspired by him for many years now. His work was my first significant
acquisition as a collector and indeed my latest significant acquisition even this year of 2019. | have
been privileged to publish five books of his work, so far, and hope to bring more of his marvellous
works to the wider world. | was fortunate to know him. | pray for him as he continues his journey in
another world.” - Mark Pearson, 8th March 2019

Complete passage: http://zenfotogallery.blogspot.com/2019/03/in-memoryissei-suda.html

[Artist Profile]

Born in Tokyo in 1940, Suda graduated from the Tokyo College of Photography. From 1967 to 1970
he worked as the photographer of the theatrical group Tenjo Sajiki directed by poet-playwright Shaji
Terayama. In 1997, Suda received the Ken Domon Award with his photobook “Human Memory”.
Apart from running Hiranagachobashi Gallery independently in the 1990s, Suda spent a lot of efforts
in cultivating next-generation photographers by holding private seminars and teaching as a professor
at Osaka University of Arts. Suda passed away on March 7th, 2019.
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[Issei Suda Publication Information]

HIYLI00

The Mechanical Retina on My Fingertips

Publication date: November 10, 2018 | Size: H128 x W183mm | 438 pages | B&W 430 plates
| softcover | English, Chinese, Japanese | ¥5,400(tax incl.) | Limited edition of 700 | Inquiry:
info@zen-foto.jp, www.shashasha.co

Kamagasaki Magic Lantern

Publication date: February, 2015 | Size: 150 x 210 mm | 60 pages(2000), 56 pages(2014) |
Hardcover, slipcase | English, Japanese | ¥10,000(Tax incl.) | Limited edition of 300 | Inquiry:
info@zen-foto.jp, www.shashasha.co

Waga Tokyo 100

Publication date: October 1, 2013 | Size: 300 x 204 mm | 120 pages | B&W 100 plates |

Hardcover | English, Japanese | ¥8,500(Tax incl.) | Inquiry:info@zen-foto.jp,
www.shashasha.co

The Journey to Osorezan

Publication date: November 1, 2013 | Size: 257 x 227 mm | 71 pages | B&W 65 plates |

Softcover, slipcase | English, Japanese | ¥11,000(Tax incl.) | Inquiry: info@zen-foto.jp,
www.shashasha.co

Tokyokei

Publication: 2013 | Size: 337 x 250 mm | 116 pages | B&W 106 plates | Hardcover, slipcase

| English, Japanese |¥16,000(Tax incl.) | Limited edition of 500 | Inquiry: info@zen-foto.jp,
www.shashasha.co
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Issei Suda From the series “Waga Tokyo 100", Minowa 1977 ©Yoshiko Suda

Issei Suda From the series “Waga Tokyo 100", Fukagawa 1977 ©Yoshiko Suda
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Issei Suda From the series “Fushikaden”, Yao, Toyama 1976 ©Yoshiko Suda

Issei Suda “The Mechanical Retina on My Fingertips” 1991-92 ©Yoshiko Suda
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