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Mo Yi “Study —— RED 1982-2017”

Dates : June 23 - July 19, 2017
Opening Reception with Artist : June 23 (Fri) 18:00-20:00

Zen Foto Gallery is pleased to present a solo exhibition by Chinese photographer Mo Yi “Study —— RED 1982-2017”
from June 23 to July 19, marking his fourth solo exhibition at the gallery. The exhibition will feature five major series of
works by Mo Yi: “The Scenery in Red” (1997), “Red Telegraph Pole” (1997), “Red Flash - I am a Dog” (2003),
“Takako’s Red Dress - Walking Across Beijing” (2004) and “Lorient with Red Flashlight - About the German Base and
Spanish Fortress There” (2007). Aiming to examine the significances of “red” with the viewers, the artist will also present
a collection of images from historical incidents, images retrieved from Internet and images of daily sceneries that are
related with “red”.

Time flew by. Today when I was trying to go through these works, I recalled that I still have a large collection of street
snapshots taken without the red flashlight and realized how I have been paying extra attention to anything red that appeared
in sight since the 1980s. The color red is exceptional in China. In other countries the color is widely used during revolutionary
and socialist movements period. Once the period passes, red becomes scarce. Yet only in China, red is deeply rooted in the ethnic
culture: New Year couplets, double happiness calligraphy and firecrackers; In the common streets: street signs, door gates and
advertisements; In common people’s homes - even their quilted beddings might be red. Howewver, red that appears in great
quantities on purpose is usually related with the politics: the red scarf that was tied around my neck when I was 7 years old, the
little red book of “Quotations from Chairman Mao Tse-tung’, the red badges that millions of Red Guards wore, the red party
flag that members have to face when they join the group, the red cloth that covers the corpses of senior officials, and till this day,
all kinds of red banners used for propagandas still appear everywhere on the streets.

Is red the memory of “revolution” during Mao’s era? Does it represent passion, desire, blood, and war? Or is it stimulating our
eyes for a primal reaction? I need to ask myself why “red” continuously appeared in my artworks — Hawve I chosen you time

after time, or have you chosen me since a long time ago in between all the chaos?

—— Mo Yi

Mo Yi was born in Tibet in 1958. Currently resides in Beijing, he was once a professional soccer player but is now a
freelance photographer. His work is included in the collections of the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, U.S.A, Chinese
Image and Video Archive, Canada, Guangdong Museum, China, as well as private collections. He is widely recognized
as an important artist of Contemporary Chinese Photography.

A photography book “RED 1997-2007” will be published by Zen Foto Gallery to accompany the exhibition. Book
includes Mo Yi’s artist statement and chronology in Chinese, English and Japanese (partly).

[Publication Information]

Mo Yi“RED 1997-2007”

Book includes series of “The Scenery in Red” (1997), “Red Telegraph Pole” (1997), “Red Flash - I am a Dog” (2003),
“Takako’s Red Dress - Walking Across Beijing” (2004) and “Lorient with Red Flashlight - About the German Base and
Spanish Fortress There” (2007) and Mo Y7’s artist statement and chronology.
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21.5x 15.3 cm | 152 pages | 2017 | Published by Zen Foto Gallery | Deluxe softcover | Chinese, English & Japanese
(partly) | JPY 5,000 (TAX inclusive)

[Related Exhibition Information]

Mo Yi will participate in “Working on History: Contemporary Chinese Photography and the Cultural Revolution” at
Museum fiir Fotografie, Berlin from August 18,2017 to January 7,2018.

The exhibition is curated by a German-Chinese team of curators — Ludger Derenthal (Staatliche Museen zu Berlin),
Wang Huangsheng (CAFA), and Guo Xiaoyang (Minsheng Art Museum). Aiming to examine the impact of the
Cultural Revolution on today’s Chinese art and photography scene, the focus of this exhibition is to provide a better
understanding of contemporary Chinese photographic art in a historical perspective. Participating artists are Mo Yi, Cai

Dongdong, Cao Kai, Wang Qingsong, Wang Youshen, Zhang Dali, Wang Ningde and so forth.
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Mo Yi

1958 Born in Tibet, China

1995 Interviewed by NHK “Photographing the real China”

1998 Interviewed by NHK (Japan): The New Wave of Chinese Culture
1999 Life Experience: 41 Days

Selected Solo Exhibitions

2017  “Study — RED 1982-2017" , Zen Foto Gallery, Tokyo, Japan

2016  Eighties Part IT “MOYI1:1987-1989" , Zen Foto Gallery, Tokyo, Japan

2015  “Looking at Paris’ s Eyes” (Action art), Cafe under terror attack on Nov 13, Paris
2015  Eighties Part I “Father and Old Landscapes” , Zen Foto Gallery, Tokyo, Japan
2014  “Memory in Ilusion" Hong Kong CONTEMPORARY BY ANGELA Gallery

2013  “Memory in Illusion" +3 Gallery, Three Shadows Photography Art Center, Beijing
2012  “Besieged the beast - Three decade” , MEM Gallery, Tokyo, Japan

2012  “Through My Eyes” , Beijing sanlitun yu hotel

2011  “The Scenery with Red Color” , Zen Foto Gallery, Tokyo, Japan

2010  “Me in My Scenery” , Three Shadows Photography Art Center, Beijing

2009 “Twenty Years, Twenty Sky~ , Performance Show, Berlin, Germany

2008  “The Community” , Songzhuang Art Museum, Beijing

2007  “My Neighborhood” , Walsh Gallery, Chicago, USA

1999  “Dancing Streets” , Zeit-Foto Salon, Tokyo , Japan

1995  “Pictures in the Hutong” , Exhibition of performing art, Old Town of Tianjin

Selected Group Exhibitions

2017  “Working on History. Contemporary Chinese Photography and the Cultural Revolution” ,
Museum fiir Fotografie, Berlin

2017  “40 years of Chinese Contemporary Photography 1976-2017"
Three Shadows Photography Art Center, Beijing

2015  “Chinese Photography: Twentieth Century and Beyond”
Three Shadows Photography Art Center, Beijing

2015  “Chinese Contemporary Photography” Germany

2014  “Three Shadows First Experimental image Open Exhibition,
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Three Shadows Photography Art Center, Beijing

2013  “Chinese Avant-garde Photography 1980s-90s” Blindspot Gallery, Hong Kong
2012  “Chinese Contemporary Photography” Galerie Paris-Beijing, Belgium
2006  “Between Past and Future New Photography and Images of China”
New York, Chicago, Seattle, Berlin
2002  “Re-interpret: 10 years Of Chinese Experimental Art”
Guangzhou Contemporary Art Triennial, Guangdong
1999  “The End Of Century, the Changing China” Experimental Art Exhibition,
Art Museum of Chicago University, USA
1998  “Contemporary Photography Exhibition” Berlin Art Museum, Germany
1997  “New Image-Conceptual Photography” Beijing
Collections

The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston (U.S.A), Chinese Image and Video Archive (Canada), Guangdong

Museum (China), Nanjing Square Gallery of Contemporary Art, Jiangsu (China), Zeit-Foto Salon (Japan),

Zen Foto Gallery (Japan)
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